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OPINION 1584 

Ameiurus Rafinesque, 1820 (Osteichthyes, Siluriformes): Siluriis lividus 
RaOnesque, 1820 designated as the type species 

Ruling 

(1) Under the plenary powers all previous designations of type species for the 
nominal genus Ameiurus Rafinesque, 1820 are hereby set aside and Silurus lividus 
Rafinesque, 1820 is designated as type species. 

(2) The following names are hereby placed on the Official List of Generic Names in 
Zoology: 

(a) Ameiurus Rafinesque, 1820 (gender: masculine), type species by designation 
under the plenary powers in (1) above Silurus lividus Rafinesque, 1820 (a junior 
subjective synonym of Pimelodus natalis Lesueur, 1819); 

(b) Pylodictis Rafinesque, 1819 (gender: masculine), type species by monotypy 
Pylodictis limosus Rafinesque, 1819 (a junior subjective synonym of Silurus 
o/nww Rafinesque, 1818). 

(3) The following names are hereby placed on the Official List of Specific Names in 
Zoology: 

(a) natalis Lesueur, 1819, as published in the binomen Pimelodus natalis (senior 
subjective synonym of Silurus lividus Rafinesque, 1820, the type species of 
Ameiurus Rafinesque, 1820); 

(b) olivaris Rafinesque, 1818, as published in the binomen Silurus olivaris (senior 
subjective synonym of Pylodictis limosus Rafinesque, 1819, the type species of 
Pylodictis RafinQsquQ, 1819). 

History of Case 2631 

An application for the designation of Silurus lividus Rafinesque, 1820 as the type 
species of Ameiurus Rafinesque, 1820 was received from Drs R.M. Bailey {University of 
Michigan, Michigan, U.S.A.) & C.R. Robins {University of Miami, Florida, U.S.A.) on 
17 November 1987. After correspondence the case was published in BZN 45: 135-137 
(June 1988). Notice of the case was sent to appropriate journals. 

The ruling maintains the established use of the name Ameiurus (sometimes, 
incorrectly, Amiurus) for the 'bullheads’. As mentioned on BZN 45: 136, para. 4, 
lines 1 and 2, since 1877 Pimelodus natalis Lesueur, 1819 has been regarded as the 
valid name of the type species, but in the opinion of the applicants (para. 4 also) 
authors were wrong in listing Rafinesque’s nominal species Silurus cupreus as a 
junior synonym of P. natalis. Another of Rafinesque’s originally included nominal 
species, S. lividus, is now treated as the junior subjective synonym of P. natalis. 
The desirability of conserving the name Ameiurus was first raised with the then 
Secretary of the Commission (F. Hemming) in 1954 by Dr Carl L. Hubbs, but no 
formal application was made. In 1955 Dr W.I. Follett noted that Silurus cupreus 
Rafinesque, 1820, previously designated as type species of Ameiurus, is ‘at best a 
complex’. Silurus cupreus is now considered a synonym of the type species of Pylo¬ 
dictis Rafinesque, 1819, and the present ruling avoids Ameiurus falling as a junior 
synonym of Pylodictis. 
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The text of Rafinesque (1820b; the Ichthyologia Ohiensis) was serialised before its 
publication (December 1820) as a book (see Wheeler, BZN 45: 8). Ameiurus (p. 359 in 
the Western RevieW) dates from July 1820 (see reference below). 
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Decision of the Commission 

On 1 September 1989 the members of the Commission were invited to vote on the 
proposals published in BZN 45: 136-137. At the close of the voting period on 1 
December 1989 the votes were as follows: 

Affirmative votes — 27: Bayer, Bock, Cocks, Cogger, Corliss, Dupuis, Hahn, 
Halvorsen, Heppell, Holthuis, Kabata, Kraus, Lehtinen, Macpherson, Mahnert, 
Martins de Souza, Minelli, Mroczkowski, Nielsen, Nye, Ride, Savage, Schuster, 
Starobogatov, Trjapitzin, Ueno, Willink 
Negative votes — 1: Thompson. 

Thompson considered that insufficient evidence had been presented to decide 
whether use of the plenary powers was justified. 
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olivaris, Silurus, Rafinesque, 1818, American Monthly Magazine and Critical Review, New York, 
3(5): 355. 

Pylodictis Rafinesque, 1819, Journal de Physique, de Chimie et d'Histoire Naturelle, et des Arts, 
88:422. 


